
ENG 331—Final Project 
(Revised Portions are in RED:  4/25/2021) 

 
Purpose: 
This semester we have discussed and debated a wide variety of issues related to writing 
instruction--from rhetorical and writing theory, to grading and assessment, to creating and 
administrating writing assignments and classroom tasks. The purpose of this final project is to: 
1. Outline your approach to reading instruction and demonstrate your familiarity with the basic 

theories and practices you find most appropriate for a planned 2 to 4 week writing unit. 
2. Specifically define and describe how you would put these ideas into classroom practice—

outline what you will DO for each class period during this unit. 
3. Share your ideas and insights with your colleagues/classmates. 
 
Assignment 
Be creative and have some fun with this. Put your materials and writing in context: what 
school/district are you teaching for? (you may want to research this—what do you know about 
the curriculum and methods in various places you might teach?) What grade level will you be 
addressing? What Standards will you be required to adhere to? Think like a teacher. Prepare like 
a teacher. Consider that these materials might be used in your teaching portfolio. Experiment and 
explore—this project should represent your final summary and understanding of what we have 
done this semester. 
 
EACH OF YOUR PORTFOLIOS WILL BE POSTED TO A BLOG SITE WITH TEACHERS 
AS YOUR PRIMARY AUDIENCE. Plan accordingly. 
NOTE—you are welcome to collaborate with a partner in our class on your project. You will 
submit ONE final portfolio, ONE rationale, and give your presentation together. And, of course, 
you will share the same overall project grade. I will keep track of any collaborations when we 
assign our presentation dates.  
 
 
PART 1: Unit Portfolio (150 points) by Friday, April 30  
In a your assigned online folder, arrange a detailed, two to four week lesson plan for a reading 
unit (or units) of your creation. Organize the following materials to illustrate your unit plan:  

• A short OVERVIEW of your planned lesson so that readers of your online portfolio 
understand what you are doing and why. This needs to be brief, for an audience of busy 
teachers visiting your online portfolio for ideas, probably around 500 words or so. (You may 
want to select information or ideas from your PART TWO rationale, which you will submit 
separately to ASSIGNMENTS for your instructor--details below).  

• A grid (see attached) or calendar on which you plot the major elements of your unit on the 
days they are due. You will want to make decisions about the length of your assignment(s), 
the process work (invention, prewriting, drafting, revising, conferencing, workshop, 
publishing). You are responsible for four to five weeks of class, although some of you may 
wish to divide your weeks into more than a single “unit.” Do you favor many short 
assignments or one large one? Briefly outline all of your class periods on the calendar grid. 

• Include at least two detailed “lesson plans” where you clearly outline every activity and 
exercise and teaching consideration for a specific class period (pick the most important days 
in your unit). These should be detailed, accounting step by step what you will actually DO in 



 
class: (you can follow some of the models in our texts or examples you have observed online 
or in classroom observation, etc….)  

• Include all handouts, assignment sheets, in-class activities, grading rubrics, standards sheets, 
etc., that you plan to use. Don’t forget to consider both graded and ungraded writing 
activities, journals, exercises, etc., If you use outside sources to help construct assignments 
and handouts, please acknowledge them and make photocopies to document your source.  

• At least TWO of your teaching materials must be original—that is, you created them and 
have them on files ready to be printed out as needed. When you use classroom materials 
from curriculum texts (inclduing the instructor’s guide), our assigned texts this semester,  
copy-books or web sites, make sure they make sense and can be incorporated into your 
classroom practice and are properly attributed. 

• You may wish to schedule some class periods where you present music, films, performances, 
audiobooks or other unique and interesting activities that you think relate to effective reading 
instruction or teaching in general. Include handouts related to these activities as well, and be 
prepared to defend their inclusion in your course. 

• Carefully consider how you will organize and sequence your assignments over the period 
you teach (with the sequence of your UNIT within the semester in mind) 

• If possible, outline the kind of text you will be using in your classroom. You may even want 
to “pick” one you would prefer from the collection in our Library, or by researching the 
commercial publishing houses on line.  

• Don’t forget that every choice you make will need to be discussed and defended in your 
rationale (part 2 below) 

 
GRADING:   
The best unit portfolios will include detailed, professional-looking handouts and plans—enough 
of these to make clear the actual work and activities you will have the students complete over 
your unit(s). The most important materials will relate to the “big,” graded reading assignments 
you will be asking students to complete (or perhaps ungraded, but with a goal towards assessing 
the student’s achievement of the goals you have outlined in the unit) .  

• These should be “student ready” (which means free of mechanical errors and appropriate 
to your grade level).  

• The more carefully you map out and plan your unit, the more points you will earn. 
• Organize your materials in the portfolio so that the sequence will be easy to follow, and 

will coordinate with your written rationale. 
• You will obviously want to incorporate some of the theories and ideas we have discussed 

this semester in our readings and elsewhere. Don’t forget the components of effective 
assignments outlined in our assigned texts. 

 
You can submit your portfolio in a physical copy at the end of the semester (and retrieve it from 
your instructor at the start of the next semester) or you can SCAN or PHOTOGRAPH all the 
elements into a single digtal file that you can submit/upload with your rationale (part two, 
below).  Follow the instructions posted online and in our BLOG SITE for WHAT to submit for 
this part of the project and HOW.  
 
 



 
Part 2: Rationale (100 points) by Tuesday, May 4  
At the front of your portfolio you will include To support your online portfolio, you will submit 
a separate written rationale that tells the story of your portfolio—details and defends your plans, 
your goals and objectives, potential problems, strengths and weaknesses, etc... 

• To adequately discuss and defend your teaching choices, your rationale should be at least 
2000 words long. 

• Be prepared to explain the sequence of your unit in relation to the units that come BEFORE 
and AFTER the two to four week period we are focusing on. Be prepared to rationalize the 
sequence of assignments and activities in your specific two to four week unit. 

• Your rationale should be based on the theories we have discussed this semester or those you 
research on your own. Be sure to support and defend the choices you make with specific 
examples, direct quotes and support from authorities and experts in the field. (You may wind 
up using portions of your research and writing from Project #1 and #2, but these should add 
to/supplement this final lesson rationale (and should not predominate your final rationale). 

• Use your rationale to explain what you will actually DO in your classroom. What kind of 
reading will students do in class or out of class, for example? What kinds of writing? Are 
these informed by research/scholarship?  Explain how you plan to accomplish this—point to 
the examples in your portfolio that illustrate the kind of activities you will use,  and be 
prepared to discuss the techniques/philosophies behind them. Also—be practical; how do 
you plan to keep your students focused, busy and productive? 

• Your  rationale should be formatted in proper APA or MLA format, and all your sources 
should be documented in the same format/citation system.  

• You will SUBMIT your rationale ONLINE through the ASSIGNMENTS tool. Remember that 
it will be checked for originality through the TURNITIN database.  

 
 
GRADING:  
Your rationale tells the story of the contents of your portfolio and argues, based on what we have 
covered this term, why this will be an effective unit plan. Provide enough SPECIFIC examples 
and information so that readers will be able to thoroughly understand what your unit plan is and 
how it relates to the materials in your unit portfolio.  

• SUPPORT your ideas and arguments about grading/evaluation with evidence from the 
field.  

• Your report should be carefully organized: sentences and paragraphs should be arranged 
to help the reader follow your points easily and effectively and, hopefully, become 
engaged and interested in your discussion as it unfolds.  

• You should consistently and correctly follow the citation format you have chosen for 
your report (MLA or APA).  

• Your report should reveal few technical errors in the final draft (spelling, grammar, paper 
format and appearance, etc...). Structural and mechanical errors that make sentences 
unclear or hard to read should be eliminated and your report should be professional in 
appearance and appropriate to the standards of college-level writing—something you 
would be proud to include in your teaching portfolio. 
 



 
 
Part 3: Final Presentation (50 points) Tuesday, May 4 
(Final Exam Period: 3:30 to 5:30 P.M.) 
We will meet together on ZOOM during our Final Exam Period to discuss the PROJECT SITE 
and each of your Online Portfolios: 

• INDIVIDUALLY: Be prepared to discuss and defend your unit plan with your classmates. 
(5 to 10 minutes each). They will be able to see your brief overview and all your unit 
materials in your online portfolio; during our final exam you will have a chance to explain in 
more detail what your unit plan does and why, and your classmates will have a chance to ask 
you questions in return.  

• AS A CLASS: we will discuss any final lessons or connnections we have been able to draw 
in reviewing all of the projects and relating back to what we have learned, read and reviewed 
all semester. This will be our final refleciton as a class. 

 
GRADING: As a class we decided to follow this approach rather than formal presentations. You 
are not required to complete any additional forum posts or any other activities beyond showing 
up for our final exam period and joining in this discussion and celebration of our projects.  
 
YOU WILL EARN ALL 50 POINTS by attending our ZOOM meeting (on time), being 
prepared to discuss and defend your project portfolio, and being engaged in the overall class 
discussion—incuding asking questions of your classmates. 
 
YOU WILL LOSE POINTS by not being prepared to discuss your unit plan and defend your 
choices, or by not being engaged or involved with the final class discussion.  
 
 
Resources 
Consider your readings this semester as the primary “research” that will support your ideas. The 
chapters that have been assigned to you for this unit should provide plenty of ideas and guidance 
as you work through this project, as well as the additional on-line resources on posted online. 
Don’t forget the extensive collection of reading Instruction resources available in your library. 
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