
Find Your Story! 
ENG 340: Contemporary Literature 

Spring 2020 – T/R 9:30 to 10:45 and/or ONLINE! 
  

   
	

STUDENTS	WILL	CHOOSE	THE	READINGS!		
Starting	with	selections	from	collections	across	three	genres	(Fiction,	Nonfiction	and	Poetry),	students	will	
help	to	define	our	framework	of	“contemporary”	voices	by	crafting	our	reading	list—and	determining	the	
additional	texts	we	will	explore	as	a	class.	Novels?	Book-length	memoires?	Graphic	Novels?	SciFi?	CliFi?	
Young	Adult?		Drama/Plays?	Voices	from	across	the	globe?		We	will	spend	the	first	few	weeks	of	the	class	
exploring	the	genres	in	our	assigned	texts,	then	researching	and	voting,	as	a	class,	on	the	remaining	readings	
for	the	semester.	In	this	way,	you	will	be	able	to	truly	FIND	YOUR	STORY	in	Contemporary	Literature!			

	

This is a “hybrid” course—so you can attend in 
the classroom, online (zoom), or both!   

 

FOR MORE INFO: 
Dr.  Matthew Evertson, Professor 
Department of English & Humanities 
Chadron State College 
(308) 432-6462 mevertson@csc.edu  

 
WEBSITE: For more detailed descriptions of 
the course, the readings and authors, its themes 
and useful links:  
outsideyourself.wordpress.com/courses 
 

READINGS 

• 100 Years of The Best American Short Stories 

• Best	of	the	Best	American	Poetry:	25th	Anniversary	Edition 

• The	Norton	Reader 
These texts will serve as our STARTING POINT. Additional readings 
will be assembled by the students in the class, and may involve the 
purchase of texts beyond our initial list. 

Fulfills (SLO) #7 in ESSENTIAL STUDIES 



ENG 136: Topics in Writing 
Ecocomposition 

 Spring 2020 – MWF 10 to 10:50 AM 
 

WRITERS OF ALL LEVELS are invited to meet in a classroom that takes ecology as its model. 
In writing, we will explore our “home” space in various ways:  
• Creative	Writing	(essays	or	stories	reflecting	upon	nature	and	our	environment),	
• Informational	Writing	(exploring	a	concept	or	process	that	impacts	our	ecosystem),		
• Persuasive	&	Technical	Writing	(reports,	advocacy	or	proposals	related	to	a	specific	

ecological	issue	under	debate	or	discussion).		
 
THIS COURSE SATISFIES SLO #2 in Essential Studies and is designed for writers of all disciplines, 
backgrounds, and skill-levels. Students will use writing as a tool for learning and thinking about a 
variety of ecological issues, and compose texts that address diverse writing situations purposefully in 
relation to this theme, making use of evidence and conventions appropriate to college-level writing. 
These projects will be highly flexible to encourage exploration in areas of YOUR interests and 
strengths.  
 
From a scientific standpoint, ecology focuses on the relationships of organisms to one another and to their 
physical surroundings. From the Greek oikos, which means “house,” and logia, which means “the study of,” the 
term may be applied more broadly to where and how earth’s inhabitants make their homes.  Inherently 
interdisciplinary, ecological study may focus on humans, animals, plants, the environment, science, natural 
resources, sustainability, community planning, genetics and evolution, ethics, politics, and much more. 

Write at HOME! 
In the truest ecological sense, we will read and write about local interests and issues and emphasize 
collaboration as we interact within our own writing “biome.”  Thus, ecocomposition explores place, 
the effects that our surroundings have on our writing processes, and vice versa. 
 

 

 
READINGS 
Environmental and 
Nature Writing  
 
… and additional works 
posted online 
 
FOR MORE INFO: 
Dr.  Matthew Evertson 
Department of English & 
Humanities 
Chadron State College 

(308) 432-6462 mevertson@csc.edu  
 

WEBSITE: For more detailed descriptions of the 
course, its themes and useful links: 
outsideyourself.wordpress.com 


